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a villa which was * to let'. I had made it perfectly
dear that I had no use for a lease. But he knew better,
Of course it was miles from the cathedral, but when I
pointed this out, he said that that didn't matter because
I'd a car."
"There are human beings like that," said Berry,
" But most of them die young. People go mad and
scream and do them in.'1
" WeH, I felt quite weak," said Adfele. " Exhausted
with impotent rage. But what could I do but submit ?
Of course, his game was obvious. He'd Number Fif-
teen up his sleeve—I saw it down on the paper. But
the others would pay him better, and so, if he could,
he was going to force my hand." She paused there,
and I lighted her cigarette. " We drove to see four
more villas—all with basements, none of them near
the cathedral and only one ' to be sold'. Then we
went to another flat. I don't know how I avoided a
first-class row. My voice was trembling as I said that
I wanted a house. Then he played his ace of trumps.
" * Mademoiselle/ said he, * I am a man of the world.
Permit me to know your mind V
" Oh, I can't bear it/' cried Berry. " Why didn't
you gouge out his eyes ? "
" I choked, instead/' said Adele. " And the tears
came into my own. Then I wrung out a maddening
smile and said I was late for lunch. ... So we came
to the rue Malleyband. I had an eye out for Woking,
but no one at all showed up. Well, I got a bit of my
own back. Bros was expecting, of course, that I should
fall over myself directly I saw the outside. He soon
perceived Ms mistake. From the moment I saw it,
I obviously hated the house. And I watched his
triumph change to injured amazement and then to

